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man campaign. Thereafter it did all it could to render England
bellicose against the Transvaal; and, when the South African
war followed, it profited still further from its excitements. The
special train, which it was the first to charter to cany its parcels
beyond the area hitherto served by London newspapers, was
christened 'the South African train'. The lengths to which in
these days it would go for sensation, and the extent to which it
could presume on its readers' uncritical indulgence, were both
well illustrated by an incident in 1900. The fanatical Chinese
Boxers besieged the diplomatic corps in Pekin, where the white
residents (including 147 women and 76 children) had taken
refuge in the British and other legations. During weeks of sus-
pense the world was without news of them, and their anguished
relatives feared every day to hear the worst. Then one morning
the Daily Mail published the worst—a lurid account of a
frightful massacre. This, as appeared later when the legations
were relieved, was a pure invention, and, having regard to the
feelings of relatives, an extraordinarily cruel one. If one of the
old penny papers had done such a thing it would have been
ruined; its public would never have forgiven it. But the Daily
Mail's public soon forgot. Provided it gave them the excite-
ments that they wanted they troubled little about its veracity or
honour; and the result showed that it had rightly judged their
taste.
Only the first stage of the Harmsworth revolution falls within
these years. Till the last year of the queen's reign the Daily Mail
was still the sole morning paper of its kind; though in such pros-
perity that a landslide towards it was bound to follow. We shall
trace its extent in a later chapter.
Meanwhile Newnes, who had opened the flood-gate, had him-
self steered a very different course. Enriched by Tit-Bits, his
idea was not, like Harmsworth's, to spawn shoals of other papers
on the same mental level, but to use his money to give the public
something more educative. In 1890 he helped W. T. Stead to
start the Review of Reviews. In 1891 he founded the Strand Maga-
zine, a popular illustrated monthly (using the then new 'process-
blocks'), which was the forerunner of all such monthlies, and
did in its day a really beneficent work towards banishing drabness
from middle-class households. At the end of 1892 he intervened
in daily journalism. ThePall Mall Gazette, a penny London even-
ing paper with the limited but extremely influential circulation

